
´Âis ¼rag½ent o¼ parcÂ½ent ·as ¼ound in ³�½ � o¼ tÂe nortÂern necropolis on ²ugust ��	
����. It preser¶es a s½all portion o¼ cÂapter �� o¼ tÂe �ospel of Matthew	 ·ritten in a ne·
¶ariet¹ o¼ Earl¹ ¡oÂairic. ´Âe ¸oo³ pro¸a¸l¹ ¸elonged to tÂe li¸rar¹ o¼ �olloutÂos’ sanctu

ar¹	 ¼ro½ ·ÂicÂ co½e tÂe ¼rag½ents o¼ ½anuscripts	 ½ainl¹ ¸i¸lical	 ¼ound at tÂe site�.

¢Âile tÂere are ½an¹ lacunas	 tÂe ·riting itsel¼ is e°tre½el¹ clear and legi¸le. It can
¸e cÂaracterized as a ½i°ed ¼or½ o¼ tÂe ¸i¸lical ½aªuscule �"	 � and � ¼or e°a½ple� and tÂe
ale°andrian ½aªuscule �� and � ¼or e°a½ple�. Pas­uale £rsini proposes to date tÂe script
¼ro½ tÂe si°tÂ centur¹	 pre¼era¸l¹ tÂe ¼irst Âal¼ �.
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sligÂt seri¼s. ©etters ·itÂ an inco½plete circular or cup
li³e sÂape	 e.g.	 �	 A	 and 5	 tend to
cur¶e sligÂtl¹ in·ard at tÂe upper le¼t. ́ Âe lo¸e o¼ tÂe " is o¼ten ­uite angular	 and is ne¶er
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 is tilted se¶eral de

grees to tÂe le¼t	 7 sligÂtl¹ less. ́ Âe le¼t
rigÂt stro³e o¼ tÂe 7 tends to ¸e as tÂic³ as tÂe ¶erti
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le¼t stro³e tends to ̧ e tÂinner. ́ Âe ftriangle’ ¼or½ed
tends to ¸e scalene	 ·itÂ tÂe s½allest angle at tÂe le¼t side o¼ tÂe ¸ase. ́ Âe tail o¼ C e°tends
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¸elo· tÂe preceding letter	 e°cept ·Âen it ½eets tÂe tail o¼ a preceding ". ́ Âe tail o¼A cur¶es
to tÂe rigÂt	 and tÂen sÂarpl¹ to tÂe le¼t	 ¸ut does not go under tÂe letter to tÂe le¼t. ́ Âe B is o¼
tÂe t¹pe descri¸ed ̧ ¹ «ussel½an	 f½ade li³e a large round ¼igure 2’�	 altÂougÂ tÂe ¼ont used
Âere does not do ªustice to tÂis description. ´Âe upsilon is also distincti¶e	 as it rese½¸les a
iota ·itÂ cur¶ing Âorns.

´Âe supralineation and diacritics in tÂis te°t are o¼ considera¸le interest. It is stri³ing
tÂat tÂis ¼rag½ent does not e½plo¹ supralinear stro³es or dots �drinkim� at all	 e°cept ¼or in
tÂe nomen sacrum �;�;�;. In tÂis it is si½ilar to tÂe otÂer Earl¹ ¡oÂairic te°ts. £n tÂe otÂer Âand	
tÂe trema does occur regularl¹ a¸o¶e �	 including in en¶iron½ents ·Âere it ·ould not ̧ e e°

pected in later ¡oÂairic ��"�>	 �"�>	 �� �>	  ��>�"�	 ����>	 �� ��>	 "��>�. In all o¼ tÂese cases	
it ½ar³s a s¹lla¸le coda ¼ollo·ing a ¶o·el or a glide	 altÂougÂ tÂe e°a½ples are possi¸l¹ too
sparse to produce a use¼ul generalization. Iota ·itÂ a single point �� ĵ@	 ¼ound in P. Bodmer III	
does not occur in tÂe te°t descri¸ed Âere. £ne sÂould ³eep in ½ind	 Âo·e¶er	 �asser’s o¸ser

¶ation tÂat «ü dans la plupart des copies coptes anciennes	 ­uel ­ue soit leur idio½e �� l’e°

ception de B �classi­ue��	 le tr®½a est plac® s¹st®½ati­ue½ent	 en tout cas sur tout grapÂ ½e
iota au contact d’un autre grapÂ ½e ¶ocali­ue � l’int®rieur du ½�½e ½ot	 ce iota se trou¶ant
soit au d®¸ut	 soit � la ¼in de la s¹lla¸e � la­uelle il appartient	 ½ar­uant alors	 par l� ½�½e	
l’une des li½ites de cette s¹lla¸e� le tr®½a ¼onctionne ainsi ü co½½e un signe s¹lla¸i­ue	 un
adªu¶ant per½ettant	 sinon d’aperce¶oir aussit�t les li½ites de cÂa­ue s¹lla¸e	 du ½oins d’e¼

¼ectuer cette o¸ser¶ation dans certaines d’entre elles»�.

´Âe reconstruction o¼ tÂe te°t sÂo·s tÂat tÂe page Âad �� lines o¼ ca. ��
�� letters on
recto �¼lesÂ side� and ca. ��
�
 on verso �Âair side�. ́ Âe restitutions are ̧ ased on «orner’s te°t
o¼ ¥attÂe·
.
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� ¯. �²§§E¯, Le Papyrus Bodmer III rée'aminé: Amélioration de sa transcription	 �ournal o¼ ±optic §tud
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���	 in part. ��.
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	� "�� � omisit «orner.
���� �� � �4� � «orner	 c¼. ¶. l. ��. 
�� "� �5 � "���5 «orner.
��� �!���"���"�������"D��������?�!�������� ��4 ����� �� 5 � !��" ��"�4� �) �� 5 �;7� ���"D

��� ��!�������� � «orner.
��� "�5A� � ��"5A� �"5 «orner.
�2� �� � omisit «orner �one ¼inds �� in ©	 c¼. «orner’s apparatus�.
�1� ����4�� �� �7 �?�É(É� �  ���A����4����� �7«orner. ²¼ter ����4����� �7	 one ½igÂt restore

an e°pression translating tÂe Gree³ Yd¬¬¢e.
��� �������"��"�> � �!D"� «orner.

�� �"�>��É(É� � " �"� 7 � «orner. £ne could restore �"���7���� ��	 ¸ut tÂe line ·ould still ¸e too sÂort.

�� A7 ��� �> � A7 � �;� � «orner.


� ��"� ���5� � �� �5 «orner.

�� "D � � omisit «orner. 
������� �� (�. ´Âe restoration see½s to ¸e too sÂort. PerÂaps anotÂer e°pression ·as used.
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�� "��57��� � �"57�� «orner.

2� ����" � �;�"� «orner. ´Âe line is too sÂort� tÂere ·as pro¸a¸l¹ a ¶ariant �one ½igÂt restore ��A !

instead o¼ ��
� l. ��� ¸ut it ·ould add onl¹ one letter�.

2� �"�> � �4 5 «orner.

1� �!����� �"�"��� � !��"���� � «orner.


0+ &0(-0.�*+*)=(0(

´Âis ¼rag½ent o¼ tÂe Gospel o¼ ¥attÂe· is a ne· ·itness ¼or Earl¹ ¡oÂairic. It is not
identical to an¹ o¼ tÂe ¶arieties alread¹ attested	 di¼¼ering pri½aril¹ in Âa¶ing "�� ratÂer tÂan
 � B�/

´Âe ½ain ·itnesses ¼or Earl¹ ¡oÂairic are�
�. P.Bodmer III	 a pap¹rus code° containing ½ost o¼ tÂe Gospel o¼ �oÂn and tÂe ¸e


ginning o¼ Genesis�.

� Editio princeps in ¯. �²§§E¯	 Papyrus Bodmer III. vvangile de sean et �enzse I�Iw, 2 en boha~ri(ue	
©ou¶ain ��
�	 ·itÂ additional studies ¸¹ ¯. �asser	 see note �7.
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�. P.Vat. In¶. ±opto �	 a pap¹rus code° containing tÂe ´·el¶e ¥inor PropÂets7.
�. P.«eid. In¶. �opt. �
�	 a ¼olio o¼ a parcÂ½ent code° containing tÂe Epistle o¼ �a½es

���

�� and ���
��. 
�. P.¥icÂ. In¶. ���	 a ¡oÂairic scÂool te°t ·itÂ a s¹lla¸ar¹	 a list o¼ ¡i¸lical na½es	

and tÂe ¡oÂairic te°t o¼ ¯o½. ���
�	 ��
�
	 and �o¸ ����.

. P.¥icÂ. In¶. ����	 a ¶er¹ ¼rag½entar¹ te°t dated no later tÂan tÂe si°tÂ centur¹ on

paleograpÂical grounds��.
�. P.Mich. Copt. � �in¶. no. �
���	 an Earl¹ ¡oÂairic letter��.
£nl¹ tÂe ¼irst t·o are o¼ an¹ signi¼icant lengtÂ. ́ Âe otÂer ¼our are ¶er¹ sÂort	 ·ÂicÂ re


duces tÂeir utilit¹ ¼or linguistic stud¹	 i¼ not tÂeir interest ¼or tÂe Âistor¹ o¼ tÂe ¡oÂairic dialect.
£ne sÂould also ta³e into account tÂe ¼ollo·ing te°ts�

7. P.¥icÂ. In¶. 
���	 considered to e½¸od¹ a su¸dialect o¼ ¡oÂairic �B��), or a distinct
dialect �:���.

�. P.Bal. ��	 a pap¹rus ·itÂ PÂil. ����
�����. ´Âe language Âas ¸een considered a ¶a

riet¹ o¼ :	 and Âas ¸een gi¶en its o·n siglu½ :��. I¼ one ¼ollo·s �asser	 tÂen tÂis
too sÂould ¸e considered to ¸e in tÂe ¡oÂairic fdo½ain’.

²lso rele¶ant is tÂe corpus o¼ pre
±on­uest inscriptions ¼ro½ �ellia	 ·Âose language
and its interest ¼or tÂe Âistor¹ o¼ ¡oÂairic Âa¶e ̧ een studied in a preli½inar¹ ¼asÂion ̧ ¹ �asser
and ¡osson��.

´Âe do½inant approacÂ to tÂe signi¼icant ¶ariation one ¼inds across tÂese te°ts is tÂat

 ��� EI´²� G¯£§§¥²� 
 ²©²I� ¨E©²´´¯E

7 ² s½all part o¼ tÂis te°t Âas alread¹ ¸een pu¸lisÂed in ¯. �²§§E¯ 
 «. ö�E±�E 
 �. ¡£§§£�	 Le second
chapitre d’Aggée en boha~ri(ue B��	 £rientalia �� ������	 pp. ���
���	 ·itÂ co½½entar¹ in ¯. �²§§E¯	 Le Pap.
wat. Copto 	, code' des Petits Prophztes (note préliminaire sur la variété subdialectale B�� de ce témoin “Bo�
ha~ri(ue ancien”, Iwe s.)	 in ¥. ¯²§§²¯ 
́¨E¡E¯G« 
 �. ¯IE§ �®d. par�	 Actes du Iwe Congrzs Copte, Louvain�la�
Neuve, ���| sept. �	

	 ©ou¶ain ����	 ¶ol. �	 pp. ��
7�. ´Âe entire te°t is to ¸e pu¸lisÂed	 ·itÂ an e°tensi¶e
co½½entar¹	 in �. ¡£§§£� 
 ¯. �²§§E¯ 
 «. ö�E±�E �ý�	 Papyrus watican Copte 	. Petits Prophztes en boha~ri(ue
d’attestation ancienne (B�)	 ±itt� del Vaticao �to appear�.

� «. ö�E±�E	 Ein altes bohairisches Fragment des sakobsbrief (P. �eid. :opt. ��2)	 £rientalia �� ���7��	
pp. ���
���.

� E. «�§§E©¥²�	 A Bohairic School Te't on Papyrus	 ��E§ � ����7�	 pp. ���
�
�.
�� G.¥. ¡¯£¢�E	 Michigan Coptic Te'ts	 ¡arcelona	��7�.
�� ÿirst edition in ¢.«. ¢£¯¯E©©	 An Early Bohairic Letter	 ²½erican �ournal o¼ PÂilolog¹ 
� ����
�	

pp. ���
���.
�� G.¥. ¡¯£¢�E	 Michigan Coptic Te'ts	 ¡arcelona ��7�. ́ Âis te°t	 togetÂer ·itÂ P.Bal. ��	 Âas ̧ een stud


ied se¶eral ti½es in an atte½pt to esta¸lisÂ its dialectal status	 see ¢.
P. ÿ���	 Eine fr1hkoptische Ausgleich�
sorthographie f1r Unter� und Mittelägypten ?	 ¡§EG � ������	 pp. ��
�� and ̄ . �²§§E¯ 
 «. §²́ ðI�GE¯	 L’idiome
du P. Mich. ��2� (trouvé à :aranis, nord�est du Fayoum)	 ¢ð�¥ 7� ������	 pp. �

��.

�� ÿirst edition in� P.E. �²«©E	 A Biblical Fragment of the Fourth to Fifth Century in Semi�Bohairic	
¥us®on �� ���
��	 pp. ��7
�
7.

�� ÿor e°a½ple	 see ¯. �²§§E¯	 Langue copte boha~ri(ue: Son attestation par les inscriptions des :ellia et
leur évaluation linguisti(ue	 in §. E¥¥E© et alii �Ârsg. ¶on�	 �gypten und Nubien in spätantiker und christlicher
deit. Akten des �. Internationalen :optologenkongresses, M1nster, 2|.�2�. suli �		�	 ¢ies¸aden ����	 ¡and �	
pp. ��

���� I¨.	 L’épigraphie copte au' :ellia et l’information (u’elle donne sur l’importance de la langue Bo�
ha~ri(ue B�	 ¡ulletin de la §oci®t® d’²rcÂ®ologie ±opte �7 ������	 pp. �

��.
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tÂe¹ re¼lect di¼¼erent �su¸�dialects	 possi¸l¹ ·itÂ inter¼erence ¼ro½ otÂer dialects	 ·ÂetÂer
§aÂidic or one o¼ tÂe ¥iddle Eg¹ptian or ÿa¹¹u½ic ¶arieties. ÿor �asser	 Earl¹ ¡oÂairic is
considered to co½prise se¶eral su¸
¶arieties �¡�	 ¡7�	 ¡7�	 ¡7���. ́ Âese su¸
dialectal dis

tinctions are generall¹ ½ade on tÂe ¸asis o¼ ortÂograpÂical and le°ical criteria	 e.g.	 tÂe use o¼
 � B� ratÂer tÂan  � B fand	’��" ratÂer tÂan��"� ftÂere	’ tÂe use or non
use o¼ tÂe grapÂe

½e <	 and a ¼e· otÂers.

²notÂer ¶ie· Âolds tÂat Earl¹ ¡oÂairic te°ts re¼lect a stage o¼ de¶elop½ent in ·ÂicÂ tÂe
standardization o¼ tÂe dialect ·as not ¹et co½plete. It is i½possi¸le at tÂis stage to sa¹ ·ÂetÂer
tÂis e½erging standardization e½¸odies di¼¼erent local nor½s	 since ·e do not ³no· ½ucÂ
a¸out ·Âere tÂese te°ts ·ere produced. «o·e¶er	 on linguistic grounds	 it Âas ̧ een suggested
tÂat Earl¹ ¡oÂairic is to ¸e located soutÂ o¼ tÂe ¨elta�
	 and so½e o¼ tÂe te°ts see½ to Âa¶e
¸een ¼ound in tÂe ÿa¹¹u½	 e.g.	 P.¥icÂ. In¶. ����	 ¼ound in �aranis. ´Âe present te°t ·as
¼ound in ²ntinoe	 e¶en ¼artÂer to tÂe soutÂ	 altÂougÂ tÂis o¼ course does not necessaril¹ ½ean
an¹tÂing regarding its place o¼ origin��. ́ e°ts ·itÂ ¡oÂairic a¼¼inities	 sucÂ as P.Bal. ��	 Âa¶e
¸een ¼ound as ¼ar soutÂ as ¡ala’izaÂ.

©inguistic	 palaeograpÂical	 and codicological aspects o¼ tÂese te°ts Âa¶e ¸een descri

¸ed in tÂe ¶arious te°t editions. ²dditional studies Âa¶e ̧ een pu¸lisÂed	 nota¸l¹ ̧ ¹ �asser�7	
ĂernĀ��	 and §ÂisÂa
«ale¶¹��. ² description o¼ tÂe language o¼ P.Vat. In¶. ±opto � is to ¸e
pu¸lisÂed	 along ·itÂ tÂe edition o¼ tÂe te°t��.
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´Âe pri½ar¹ distincti¶e ¼eature o¼ tÂis ¶ariet¹ is tÂe ¼or½ o¼ tÂe coordinating conªunc

tion	 ·ÂicÂ is "�� ratÂer tÂan  � B� �r�	 r��	 r��	 ¶���. ¢itÂ respect to tÂis tÂis ¼eature	

�
 ¢.
P. ÿ���	 Dialects �anting �omes: A Numerical Approach to the Early warieties of Coptic	 in �. ÿI§I²�

�ed. ¸¹�	 �istorical Dialectology, .egional and Social. ¡erlin ����	 pp. ���
���.
�� ² ¼rag½ent o¼ a ¸ilingual psalter Gree³
²cÂ½i½ic ·as also ¼ound �see� ². ¨E©²´´¯E	 Te'tes coptes et

grecs d’Antinoé	 in PI� ²́�¨I	 Antinoupolis I cit.	 pp. ���
���	 n� ��.
�7 ¯. �²§§E¯	 } propos des différentes formes du conditionnel copte	 ¥us®on 7� ������	 pp. ��7
�7�� L’é�

vangile selon Saint sean et les versions coptes de la Bible	 �eucÂôtel ����� Signes criti(ues mareurs du P. Bod�
mer III, diplés de répli(ues et d’affirmations emphati(ues ou polémi(ues, etc., mar(ues de subdivisions te'tuelles,
de l’évangile rohanni(ue à la création du monde	 ¨ielÂei½er ¡lÜtter zur ²rcÂÜologie und é°tË¸erlie¼erung der
²nti³e und §pÜtanti³e �� ������	 pp. 7�
��� Le Papyrus Bodmer III rée'aminé: amélioration de sa transcription	
�ournal o¼ ±optic §tudies � ������	 pp. ��
���.

�� �. ĂE¯�ā	 The Bohairic verbal prefi' "���56	 ðÏ§ �� ������	 pp. ��
��� Coalescence of werbs with Pre�
positions in Coptic	 ðÏ§ �7 ���7��	 pp. ��
��. ̄ . �²§§E¯	 Le Papyrus Bodmer III et les versions bibli(ues coptes	
¥us®on 7� ������	 pp. ���
���.

�� ². §«I§«²
«²©EVõ	 Protatic �5����: a �itherto Unnoticed Coptic Tripartite Conrugation Form and its
Diachronic Connections	 £rientalia �� ���7��	 pp. ���
���� Topics in Coptic Synta': Structural Studies in the
Bohairic Dialect	 ©eu¶en ���7.

�� ´Âe ½ost e°tensi¶e treat½ent o¼ Earl¹ ¡oÂairic gra½½ar	 E. G¯£§§¥²�	 Structural Studies in Early Bo�
hairic Synta' �PÂ¨ dissertation	 «e¸re· �ni¶ersit¹ o¼ �erusale½	 �����	 is still unpu¸lisÂed.
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�/0�*/=�%0(-0+.-0:4��4*-&/4(�*+%�,/-�, /*'�=

´Âe pri½ar¹ distincti¶e ¼eature o¼ tÂis ¶ariet¹ is tÂe ¼or½ o¼ tÂe coordinating conªunc

tion	 ·ÂicÂ is "�� ratÂer tÂan  � B� �r�	 r��	 r��	 ¶���. ¢itÂ respect to tÂis tÂis ¼eature	

�
 ¢.
P. ÿ���	 Dialects �anting �omes: A Numerical Approach to the Early warieties of Coptic	 in �. ÿI§I²�

�ed. ¸¹�	 �istorical Dialectology, .egional and Social. ¡erlin ����	 pp. ���
���.
�� ² ¼rag½ent o¼ a ¸ilingual psalter Gree³
²cÂ½i½ic ·as also ¼ound �see� ². ¨E©²´´¯E	 Te'tes coptes et

grecs d’Antinoé	 in PI� ²́�¨I	 Antinoupolis I cit.	 pp. ���
���	 n� ��.
�7 ¯. �²§§E¯	 } propos des différentes formes du conditionnel copte	 ¥us®on 7� ������	 pp. ��7
�7�� L’é�

vangile selon Saint sean et les versions coptes de la Bible	 �eucÂôtel ����� Signes criti(ues mareurs du P. Bod�
mer III, diplés de répli(ues et d’affirmations emphati(ues ou polémi(ues, etc., mar(ues de subdivisions te'tuelles,
de l’évangile rohanni(ue à la création du monde	 ¨ielÂei½er ¡lÜtter zur ²rcÂÜologie und é°tË¸erlie¼erung der
²nti³e und §pÜtanti³e �� ������	 pp. 7�
��� Le Papyrus Bodmer III rée'aminé: amélioration de sa transcription	
�ournal o¼ ±optic §tudies � ������	 pp. ��
���.

�� �. ĂE¯�ā	 The Bohairic verbal prefi' "���56	 ðÏ§ �� ������	 pp. ��
��� Coalescence of werbs with Pre�
positions in Coptic	 ðÏ§ �7 ���7��	 pp. ��
��. ̄ . �²§§E¯	 Le Papyrus Bodmer III et les versions bibli(ues coptes	
¥us®on 7� ������	 pp. ���
���.

�� ². §«I§«²
«²©EVõ	 Protatic �5����: a �itherto Unnoticed Coptic Tripartite Conrugation Form and its
Diachronic Connections	 £rientalia �� ���7��	 pp. ���
���� Topics in Coptic Synta': Structural Studies in the
Bohairic Dialect	 ©eu¶en ���7.

�� ´Âe ½ost e°tensi¶e treat½ent o¼ Earl¹ ¡oÂairic gra½½ar	 E. G¯£§§¥²�	 Structural Studies in Early Bo�
hairic Synta' �PÂ¨ dissertation	 «e¸re· �ni¶ersit¹ o¼ �erusale½	 �����	 is still unpu¸lisÂed.



it di¼¼ers ¸otÂ ¼ro½ otÂer Earl¹ ¡oÂairic ¶arieties	 on tÂe one Âand	 and ¼ro½ later ¡oÂairic	
on tÂe otÂer. It is sÂared ·itÂ �7� �P.Bal. ��	 see a¸o¶e�.

 ��� EI´²� G¯£§§¥²� 
 ²©²I� ¨E©²´´¯E

¡��¡7� ¡
 ¥attÂe· :�� §aÂidic
 � B�  � B "�� "�� "��

² spelling t¹pical o¼ Earl¹ ¡oÂairic is ��" ratÂer tÂan ��"� ftÂere.’ ́ Âis is attested in
¶�
	 altÂougÂ tÂe initial � is ½issing.

´Âe ortÂograpÂic representation o¼ aspiration is sporadic. £¼ tÂe sites in ·ÂicÂ aspira

tion could ¸e e°pected	 one ¼inds tÂe ¼ollo·ing distri¸ution.

¯ealized �ot realized
�"� �r��	 ¶�
� ! ��� �r���


� �r���	 
��� �¶���
�4 5 �¶��� ��� � �¶���	 C ��5� �r�7�

´Âis te°t ½aintains a distinction ̧ et·een C $°! and B $Â!	 li³e ¡oÂairic ¶arieties in gen

eral	 and in opposition to :l:��	 altÂougÂ P.Vat. In¶. ±opto � Âas B���� ratÂer tÂan C����.
´Âe distri¸ution o¼ tÂe t·o is generall¹ accurate.

²notÂer distincti¶e ¼eature	 ·ÂicÂ is sÂared ·itÂ otÂer Earl¹ ¡oÂairic te°ts	 pri½aril¹
tÂe f¼irst Âand’ o¼ P.Bodmer III �� ¡�	 is tÂe e°istence o¼ � ņ �r���	 a close
ªuncture ¶ariant
o¼ �� ņ��. 

In all otÂer respects	 tÂe ortÂograpÂ¹ is not di¼¼erent ¼ro½ otÂer ¡oÂairic te°ts	 and one
½a¹ conclude tÂat it re¼lects tÂe sa½e underl¹ing pÂonolog¹. ´Âere are no e°a½ples o¼ < in
tÂe te°t	 ·ÂicÂ ·ould suggest a lin³ ·itÂ �asser’s su¸dialect B��	 a scri¸al nor½ cÂaracter

izing P.Vat. In¶. ±opto � and part o¼ P.Bodmer III. «o·e¶er	 tÂis is not signi¼icant	 since no
le°e½es tÂat ·ould Âa¶e d are attested in tÂe te°t.

C,+6& *-0,+�(=(-4�

In sucÂ a s½all te°t	 one cannot Âope to ¼ind too ½an¹ ¶er¸al ¼or½s attested. �onetÂe

less	 an e°Âausti¶e list is pro¶ided.


 ´ripartite� §entence ±onªugations
�ncon¶erted a¼¼ir½ati¶e past "����6 �¶���	 "�5�6 �r��	¶��� "�6 �r�	 r��
²¼¼ir½ati¶e relati¶e past ��"56 �¶���


 ´ripartite� ±lause ±onªugations
±onªuncti¶e ��"6 �r���	 ����6 �r���	 �� �6��r��	 ���6��r�7���

�� ¯. �²§§E¯	 Le systzme de préfi'es verbau' et les graphies � ņ�pour �� ņ�(acc.) dans le Papyrus Bod�
mer III	 �ournal o¼ ±optic §tudies � ������	 pp. �
�
��7.

�onetÂeless	 tÂe e°istence o¼�6�ratÂer tÂan �6�̧ e¼ore tÂe lacuna ½a³es it li³el¹ tÂat ·e
are dealing ·itÂ tÂe article �6	 since tÂe article ·ould Âa¶e to ̧ e in direct contact ·itÂ a ¼ol

lo·ing la¸ial in order to ¸e assi½ilated to �6. It is ·ell attested in Earl¹ ¡oÂairic	 and to a
lesser e°tent �in ter½s o¼ relati¶e ¼re­uenc¹� in later ¡oÂairic.

² �E¢ E²¯©õ ¡£«²I¯I± ´Eþ´ ÿ¯£¥ ²�´I�£E  ���


 I½perati¶e "��6 �¶�
�

 ¡ipartite

�ncon¶erted ²¼¼ir½ati¶e 56 �¶���
�ncon¶erted �egati¶e $¶�!	 $¶��!
¯elati¶e ²¼¼ir½ati¶e preno½. ���6 �r�
�
I½per¼ect ²¼¼ir½ati¶e �"�6 �¶���	 �"56 �r��	 $¶�7!�	 ��"���6 �¶���
¯elati¶e ²¼¼ir½ati¶e I½per¼ect preno½. ��"��6 �r���	

£tÂer sentence constructions ¼ound include tÂe e°pression o¼ ina¸ilit¹  � �6A7 �6
� � fI can	’ �r��� ·ÂicÂ is also tÂe sole attestation o¼ tÂe state½ent o¼ �non
�e°istence � � �6
|�� �6@	 and tÂe ¼inite finterªection’ "C ņ� f·Âat’s tÂe ½atter ·itÂ ¹ou�’ �r���. �o no½inal
sentence patterns occur	 otÂer tÂan tÂe ±le¼t §entence ·itÂ interrogati¶e ¼ocus �¶���.

A/-0.)4(;��&*+-0�04/(;�*+%�'/,+,&+(

´Âe singular inde¼inite article  �
 occurs	 ¸ut tÂe plural inde¼inite is unattested in tÂis
te°t. 

´Âe ¡oÂairic opposition ̧ et·een !�6�and !6��%�6@�is attested	 e.g.	 !�A4 � ¶s. !A����
�������/�£nl¹ ½asculine singular and plural deter½iners �!6	 !�6	 ��6@�and de½onstrati¶e
pronouns ��"�>	 �"�>@�occur	 i.e.	 tÂere are no ¼e½inine singular deter½iners or de½onstrati¶e
pronouns.

�� �ote tÂat as in otÂer Earl¹ ¡oÂairic corpora	 ¸otÂ ���6�and �� �6�are attested ¼or tÂe �pl conªuncti¶e.
�� §ee «.�. P£©£´§�õ	 The ‘�eak’ Plural Article in Bohairic	 �E² 
� ������	 pp. ���
��
.

½asc. sg. ¼e½.sg. pl.
!6 6 ľŁŁ�ĤŁĸĹŅ
!�6 6 ��6

�"�>|�"� 6 �"�>

´Âere is a possi¸ilit¹ tÂat tÂe Earl¹ ¡oÂairic article �
 is attested in tÂis te°t��	 ¸ut it is
¸ased on lacunae	 and so ½ust re½ain speculati¶e.

����"C ���B�!������
����4���
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 is attested in tÂis te°t��	 ¸ut it is
¸ased on lacunae	 and so ½ust re½ain speculati¶e.

����"C ���B�!������
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�o co½plete possessi¶e articles �e.g.	 !�56� or pronouns �e.g.	 ��5� occur	 altÂougÂ tÂe
¼or½er is li³el¹ in ¶��. �or do de½onstrati¶e articles �e.g.	 !"�6� occur.

²s ¼or ­uanti¼iers	 ̧ otÂ ��6�fanotÂer’ �¶��� and postpositi¶e �������� �¶��� are attested.
´Âe ¼or½ o¼ tÂe latter is a ½atter o¼ speculation	 since ��� and ���� are also possi¸le	 al¸eit un

li³el¹	 reconstructions. £tÂer prono½inals include tÂe inde¼inites  � � �¶��� and  ��>��¶���	
as ·ell as interrogati¶e ��� f·Âo’ �¶���. Independent personal pronouns attested are ��4� ��
�¶���	 �4 5 �¶���	 ��� � �¶���. ´Âe personal su¼¼i° pronouns attested are as ¼ollo·s�

ņ�> r�� �conªuncti¶e ņ" r���
ņń ¶�� "���7��
ņ� r��	 r��	 ¶�� �¸is�
ņ5 r�	 r�	 r��	 r��	 r�7	 r�� �¸is�	 r��	 r��	 ¶��	 ¶�7	 ¶��
ņ� r��	 ¶�	 ¶�

ņ����� ¶��	 ¶��
ņ� r�	 r�	 r� �¶�� ��

�/4',(0-0,+(�*+%�*%:4/�(

´Âere is notÂing distincti¶e a¸out tÂe prepositions and ad¶er¸s	 ·ÂicÂ are identical to
tÂose ¼ound in ¡oÂairic �see le°icon ¸elo·�.

�*/-0.)4(�*+%�augentia

ÿe· particles occur in tÂis te°t. £¼ tÂe particles ̧ orro·ed ¼ro½ Gree³	 onl¹ �� occurs.
²s regards tÂe augentia	 onl¹ B�ņ occurs.

7=+-*!

´Âere is little tÂat is surprising in ter½s o¼ ¡oÂairic s¹nta°.


4!0.,+

´Âe le°icon is t¹picall¹ ¡oÂairic	 e.g.	 "� ��	 B����. ́ Âe spellings o¼ le°e½es co½½on
to tÂe ½aªorit¹ o¼ tÂe ±optic dialects are as in ¡oÂairic �A���	 ��!A�"�	 �����	 �	 etc.�. ́ Âe
le°ical and gra½½atical ite½s tÂat occur in tÂe te°t are gi¶en in tÂe inde° �see ¸elo·�.

´Âe Gree³
origin ·ords tÂat occur are tÂose tÂat are ¼ound in «orner’s te°t. ´Âe onl¹
Gree³
origin ¶er¸ is ½ar³ed ¸¹ ��6��"��6@	 as is consistentl¹ tÂe case in Earl¹ ¡oÂairic �and
¡oÂairic in general�.
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�. Eg¹ptian
±optic le°e½es

"� �� fseize	 ta³e’ r
 �"�� ��@
"� negation ¶� ��"��@	 ¶�� �"�@
"�"A foatÂ’ ¶�7 �"��"A�@
"�� fand’ r� �"��@	 r�� �"��@	 r�� �"��@	 ¶�� �"��@
"C ņ e°cla½ation r�� �"C �@
���� fser¶ant’ ¶�� ��������@
�6|�� ņ prep. r�� ��� 5@	 r�� ���6@	 ¶� ��6@	 ¶�� ��6@	 ¶�� ��� 5@	 ¶�� ��6@	 ¶�� ��6@
�� � fout’ ¶�� ��� �@	 ¶�7 ���� ��@
��� f³no·f ¶�� ����@
��!A" f¸e ·ortÂ¹’ ¶�� ���!A"�@
��4 fpresence’ ¶�� �����4� @
����� fte½ple’ r� ��������@�
�C �� finside’ ¶�� ��D ��@
�7��6 prep. ¶� ��7���6@
�> fco½e’ r�� ��>@	 ¶� ���� ��@
��� f½a³e’ r�
 ���6@	 ¶�
 �"�� !�� ��������@
�� fotÂer’ ¶�� ����6@
��� f¸uild’ r�� �� ��ņ@
��) fpursue’ r�� �����)@

� fput	 lea¶e’ r� ��
�"ņ@	 r�� �
��@	 ¶�� �
���@
�" fplace’ r�� ����"@
��" ftÂere’ ¶�
 �����"@
������" fa¼ter’ r�� ���������"@	 ¶�� ��������"�@
��4�� f·itness’ ¶� �����4���@
�����4�� ftesti½on¹’ r�� ��������4���@
����> ftÂin³’ ¶�� �����>@
�6|�� ņ prep. r� ������ ��@	 r
 ���� ��@	 r�� ��� �@	 r�� �� �>@	 ¶
 ��6@	

¶� ��� �@	 ¶� ��6@	 ¶�
 ����� ��@	 ¶�� ��6@
�6|�"ņ f¼or’ r�� ����"�5@	 r�7 ��"5@	 r�� ����"��@
����� ffe¶er¹’ ¶�� ���������@
��� fand’ r�
 ����@
��� f·Âo’ ¶�� ������@
��"6|���ņ fa¼ter’ r�� �������5@	 r�� ���"6@
�4 5 pers. pron. ¶�� ���� �@	 ¶�� ���4� ��@	 ¶�� ��4 5@
�"� fsee’ ¶� ���"���@
�7� particle r�� ��7�@	 r�� ��7�@	 ¶�� ��7�@
!��@ �in glose o¼ ±le¼t §entence� r�
 �!����6@	 ¶�� �!��6@
!� �in �"56�%!�� r�� �!�@	 r�� �!�@
!6 article r�� �! �����@	 r�� �����4�����(@@	 ¶� �!A������@
!�6 deictic article r� �!�6@	 r�� ���6@	 r�
 �!��6�@	 ¶�� �!�6@
�"�> de½onstrati¶e r�� ��"�>@	 r�� ��"�@	 r�
 ��"�>@	 ¶�
 ��"�>@
!�56 possessi¶e ¶�� �!��56�@
���� f½an’ ¶�� ����6@	 ¶�� �����@
�"� � foutside’ ¶�7 ��"��� ��@
����� flisten’ ¶�� ������@



�o co½plete possessi¶e articles �e.g.	 !�56� or pronouns �e.g.	 ��5� occur	 altÂougÂ tÂe
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�*/-0.)4(�*+%�augentia

ÿe· particles occur in tÂis te°t. £¼ tÂe particles ̧ orro·ed ¼ro½ Gree³	 onl¹ �� occurs.
²s regards tÂe augentia	 onl¹ B�ņ occurs.

7=+-*!

´Âere is little tÂat is surprising in ter½s o¼ ¡oÂairic s¹nta°.


4!0.,+

´Âe le°icon is t¹picall¹ ¡oÂairic	 e.g.	 "� ��	 B����. ́ Âe spellings o¼ le°e½es co½½on
to tÂe ½aªorit¹ o¼ tÂe ±optic dialects are as in ¡oÂairic �A���	 ��!A�"�	 �����	 �	 etc.�. ́ Âe
le°ical and gra½½atical ite½s tÂat occur in tÂe te°t are gi¶en in tÂe inde° �see ¸elo·�.

´Âe Gree³
origin ·ords tÂat occur are tÂose tÂat are ¼ound in «orner’s te°t. ´Âe onl¹
Gree³
origin ¶er¸ is ½ar³ed ¸¹ ��6��"��6@	 as is consistentl¹ tÂe case in Earl¹ ¡oÂairic �and
¡oÂairic in general�.
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�. Eg¹ptian
±optic le°e½es

"� �� fseize	 ta³e’ r
 �"�� ��@
"� negation ¶� ��"��@	 ¶�� �"�@
"�"A foatÂ’ ¶�7 �"��"A�@
"�� fand’ r� �"��@	 r�� �"��@	 r�� �"��@	 ¶�� �"��@
"C ņ e°cla½ation r�� �"C �@
���� fser¶ant’ ¶�� ��������@
�6|�� ņ prep. r�� ��� 5@	 r�� ���6@	 ¶� ��6@	 ¶�� ��6@	 ¶�� ��� 5@	 ¶�� ��6@	 ¶�� ��6@
�� � fout’ ¶�� ��� �@	 ¶�7 ���� ��@
��� f³no·f ¶�� ����@
��!A" f¸e ·ortÂ¹’ ¶�� ���!A"�@
��4 fpresence’ ¶�� �����4� @
����� fte½ple’ r� ��������@�
�C �� finside’ ¶�� ��D ��@
�7��6 prep. ¶� ��7���6@
�> fco½e’ r�� ��>@	 ¶� ���� ��@
��� f½a³e’ r�
 ���6@	 ¶�
 �"�� !�� ��������@
�� fotÂer’ ¶�� ����6@
��� f¸uild’ r�� �� ��ņ@
��) fpursue’ r�� �����)@

� fput	 lea¶e’ r� ��
�"ņ@	 r�� �
��@	 ¶�� �
���@
�" fplace’ r�� ����"@
��" ftÂere’ ¶�
 �����"@
������" fa¼ter’ r�� ���������"@	 ¶�� ��������"�@
��4�� f·itness’ ¶� �����4���@
�����4�� ftesti½on¹’ r�� ��������4���@
����> ftÂin³’ ¶�� �����>@
�6|�� ņ prep. r� ������ ��@	 r
 ���� ��@	 r�� ��� �@	 r�� �� �>@	 ¶
 ��6@	

¶� ��� �@	 ¶� ��6@	 ¶�
 ����� ��@	 ¶�� ��6@
�6|�"ņ f¼or’ r�� ����"�5@	 r�7 ��"5@	 r�� ����"��@
����� ffe¶er¹’ ¶�� ���������@
��� fand’ r�
 ����@
��� f·Âo’ ¶�� ������@
��"6|���ņ fa¼ter’ r�� �������5@	 r�� ���"6@
�4 5 pers. pron. ¶�� ���� �@	 ¶�� ���4� ��@	 ¶�� ��4 5@
�"� fsee’ ¶� ���"���@
�7� particle r�� ��7�@	 r�� ��7�@	 ¶�� ��7�@
!��@ �in glose o¼ ±le¼t §entence� r�
 �!����6@	 ¶�� �!��6@
!� �in �"56�%!�� r�� �!�@	 r�� �!�@
!6 article r�� �! �����@	 r�� �����4�����(@@	 ¶� �!A������@
!�6 deictic article r� �!�6@	 r�� ���6@	 r�
 �!��6�@	 ¶�� �!�6@
�"�> de½onstrati¶e r�� ��"�>@	 r�� ��"�@	 r�
 ��"�>@	 ¶�
 ��"�>@
!�56 possessi¶e ¶�� �!��56�@
���� f½an’ ¶�� ����6@	 ¶�� �����@
�"� � foutside’ ¶�7 ��"��� ��@
����� flisten’ ¶�� ������@



�� �� farise’ r�� ����ņ@
4� �) f¸e gatÂered’ r�� ��4 ����@
4"5 fspittle’ ¶�� ��4�"�5@
 �6 inde¼inite article r�� � �@	 ¶� � �@	 ¶�� � �@	 ¶�7 � �@
 ��� f¸e distant’ r�� � �����@
 ��> fone’ ¶�� � ��>@
 � � inde¼inite pronoun ¶�� � � �@
 � � ftÂere is’ r�� �� � ���@
 ���"� frigÂt Âand’ ¶
 ��" ����>�"�@
��� fÂold’ r� � �ņ@
A4 � fgate’ ¶�� �A�4 ��@
A7 � fpo·er’ r�� �A7 �@
C��6 fin’ r� ��C����6@	 ¶�7 �C��6@
C���� f³ill’ r �7 �C ��ņ@
B"6|B"� ņ prep. r� �B�"�@	 ¶�� ��B"�� 5@
B� prep. r�� �B�@
B�ņ fsel¼’ ¶�� �B��@	 ¶�
 �B��5�@
B���� fsit’ ¶�7 �B����@
B� �� fstri³e’ ¶�� �B� �����@
7� particle r�� �7�@	 r�� �7�@	 r�7 �7���@	 ¶� �7�@	 ¶� �7�@	 ¶�� �7��@	

¶�
 �7�@	 ¶�� �7�@	 ¶�
 �7�@
7� fsa¹’ r�� �7 ņ@
7�� fco½plete’ r� �7�����@

�. Gree³ ©e°e½es

¥[«b­[­Zf r�� ��"�
�������@	 r�
 ��"�
��������@	 r�7 ��"�
�������@	
¶7 ��"��
��������@

q_¬b¬_�df ¶�� ���"����� �@
]N r�
 ���@	 r�� ���@	 r�� ����@	 r�� ���@	 r�7 ���@	 ¶�� ���@	

¶�� ���@	 ¶�� ���@
®e_ r�7 ��B���"�	 r�� ��B����"�@
Y[d¨\g­Zc ¶�
 �"�� !�� ��������@
Y[d¨�g\f r7 ��!��� �������@
}Y\[Ng\f r�� �B��!������@

�. Proper �a½es

�;�;�; r� ���;��;�;@	 r�� ���;��;�;@
�"�"��� ¶�� ��"�"�����@
!��� � r�� �!���� ��@
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÷ l’automne 2�1�, les fouilles de l’Istituto Papirologico «�. Vitelli», dirigées par ̄ . Pin-
taudi, ont été consacrées au dégagement d’une église, déjà partiellement fouillée par S. Do-
nadoni en 19��, dans la partie est de la ville1. ÷ la faveur de ces travaux, un ostracon copte a
été découvert près de l’abside du sanctuaire.

Le texte est écrit sur la face externe d’un fragment d’amphore Late ̄ oman 7, dont le bas
est fortement côtelé. Le document est pratiquement complet� seuls les coins supérieurs du tes-
son sont légèrement abîmés. Les trei¦e lignes d’écriture sont parallèles au sens du tournage
de la poterie. L’écriture est lente, appliquée, irrégulière; on n’y trouve aucun signe de cursi-
vité et les lettres sont strictement bilinéaires. ¬lle trahit un scribe peu expérimenté et il est par
conséquent difficile de situer précisément la rédaction du document dans le temps. Comme
l’église a été édifiée au Ve siècle et comme aucune caractéristique tardive ne se manifeste dans
l’écriture, on pourrait proposer une datation aux VIe-VIIe siècles.

Le document est clairement articulé en deux parties, comme le montrent le vacat à la fin
de la ligne 7 et la croix qui commence la ligne �. La première moitié du document contient
des salutations épistolaires (l. 1-7); divers expéditeurs et destinataires y sont mentionnés. La
seconde est une citation, plutôt libre, de l’évangile selon ¥atthieu (¥t 2�, 1; l. �-13). Le con-
tenu du texte et la main inexpérimentée permettent de l’identifier comme un exercice d’écri-
ture. £n trouve des compositions similaires dans P..ain. Unterricht :opt. 143, oò on lit des
noms, une citation de 2 Co 1, 1 et sans doute la formule initiale d’une lettre; dans P..ain. Un�
terricht :opt. 149, oò se mêlent des salutations épistolaires, un extrait de Ps. 2, 7-�, une in-
vocation à la ´rinité et des noms; ainsi que dans P..ain. Unterricht :opt. 1�9, qui contient
une citation de Ps. 1, 1-2 et le début d’une lettre.

L’ostracon présente enfin un grand nombre d’erreurs, de langue comme de copie. Le
scribe commet ainsi fréquemment des haplographies ou des omissions (l. 2, 5, �, 7, 9 et 12)
et il note parfois des séquences inintelligibles, apparemment sans lien avec le texte (l. 2, 4 et
�). Il ne faut pas pour autant imaginer qu’il copie maladroitement un modèle� les erreurs pho-
nétiques suggèrent plutôt qu’il compose son exercice de mémoire. Il confond en effet " et �
(l. 9-1�� "B"??�"��������� pour �B�  ����� �"� l. 12-13� "!� ?� � pour �!� ?� �
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� �e remercie vivement Anne Boud’hors pour ses remarques et suggestions.
1 Cf. P. �¯£SS¥A��, Antinoopolis �ctober 2|�|. �n the Church beside the Eastern �ate, Aegyptus 9� (2�1�)

$� .accolta di scritti dedicati a �rsolina Montevecchi. III!, pp. 1�5-1�1.


